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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This communication is responsive to Amendment, filed 08/09/04. 

2. Claims 2-5 are pending in this application. In the Amendment, claims 2, and 4-5 are 
independent claims, claims 2-4 are amended, and claim 1 is cancelled. This action is made final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Barney et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,212,512). 

As to claim 2, Barney teaches a computerized file system comprising: 

a. an underlying computerized file system (Abstract, underlying database, tree 
hierarchical representation, e.g., col. 5 lines 52-65, fig. 4); 

b. a database wherein said database provides storage (database is used to record 
information about files, e.g., col. 2 line 61 -col. 3 line 25) for: 

i. at least one pointer corresponding to a location associated with a 



plurality of objects in said underlying file system, said objects 
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comprising at least a first object and a second object (a particular folder 
having files grouping under the same hierarchical tree, e.g., fig. 4), 
wherein said plurality of objects comprise one or more of the following: a 
text file (Protection List Text File, e.g., col. 6 lines 44-55, document files, 
col. 9 lines 10-18), music file, multimedia file, compressed file, uniform 
resource locator, contact, memo, bulletin board posting, or calendar; and 
iii. at least one instruction corresponding to a virtual location 

associated with each of said objects (options, e.g., col. 5 lines 33-65; 
clicking oil the displayed a folder will cause the next level of related 
content to be populated and displayed, col. 9 lines 48-65); 
c. a graphical user interface which provides a manipulable display wherein said 
graphical user interface interprets said at least one instruction to present said virtual 
location of said objects and wherein said second object may be manipulated and 
displayed as a virtual child of said first object (browse hierarchical root, e.g., col. 3 lines 
5-25, col. 6 lines 13-16, col. 9 lines 34-47; and the files can be copied/moved/saved in a 
different location for later retrieving, Abstract, col. 10 lines 4-20). 
As to claim 3, Barney teaches a computerized file system, as claimed in Claim 2, wherein 
said database also provides storage for at least one pointer corresponding to a location associated 
with a directory in said underlying file system (browse hierarchical root, e.g., col. 3 lines 5-25, 
col. 6 lines 13-16, col. 9 lines 34-47; and the files can be copied/moved/saved in a different 
location for later retrieving, Abstract, col. 10 lines 4-20); and 
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said graphical user interface comprises a wizard comprising at least one screen 
comprising at least one step for defining a rule for association with each of said objects or said 
directory (The Protection List Editor Scheduler 226 component is a standalone utility that allows 
the user to create and modify a profile of files on their system that they would like to have 
protected on a regular basis. Individual files, file types, whole folders and sub-folders, as well as 
wild carded entries may be added or removed from the Protection List from this component. The 
user may also choose to protect the files immediately and/or specify a schedule that is to be 
applied such that the files are automatically protected regularly per the schedule, sic, col. 7 lines 
20-35). 

As to claim 4, Barney teaches an enhanced computerized file system comprising: 

a. an underlying computerized file system (Abstract, underlying database, tree 
hierarchical representation, e.g., col. 5 lines 52-65, fig. 4); 

b. a database including: 

i. a portion of memory for storing at least one pointer corresponding 
to a location associated with a plurality of objects in said underlying file system, 
said objects comprising a first object and a second object (Data Protection 
Software 120 and Primary Storage Device 1 12; a particular folder having files 
grouping under the same hierarchical tree, col. 5 lines 18-33, and figs. 1 & 4), 
wherein said plurality of objects comprise one or more of the following: a text file 
(Protection List Text File, e.g., col. 6 lines 44-55, document files, col. 9 lines 10- 
18), music file, multimedia file, compressed file, uniform resource locator, 
contact, memo, bulletin board posting, or calendar; 
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ii. a portion of memory for storing at least one instruction 
corresponding to a virtual location associated with each of said objects (Data 
Protection Software 120, col. 5 lines 18-33; options, e.g., col 5 lines 33-65; 
clicking on the displayed a folder will cause the next level of related content to be 
populated and displayed, col. 9 lines 48-65); and 

iii. a portion of memory for storing at least one pointer corresponding 
to a location associated with a directory in said underlying file system (Existing 
File Management Software, col. 5 lines 9-15, a particular folder having files 
grouping under the same hierarchical tree, col. 5 lines 18-33, and figs. 1 & 4); 

c. a graphical user interface (GUI) comprising: 

i. a manipulable display which presents said virtual location of each 
of said objects wherein said second object may further comprise a child of said 
first object (browse hierarchical root, e.g., col. 3 lines 5-25, col. 6 lines 13-16, col. 
9 lines 34-47; and the files can be copied/moved/saved in a different location for 
later retrieving, Abstract, col. 10 lines 4-20), and 

ii. a wizard which presents at least one screen comprising at least one 
step for defining a rule for association with each of said objects or said directory 
(The Protection List Editor Scheduler 226 component is a standalone utility that 
allows the user to create and modify a profile of files on their system that they 
would like to have protected on a regular basis. Individual files, file types, whole 
folders and sub-folders, as well as wild carded entries may be added or removed 
from the Protection List from this component. The user may also choose to 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,663 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2179 

protect the files immediately and/or specify a schedule that is to be applied such 
that the files are automatically protected regularly per the schedule, sic, col. 7 
lines 20-35, and options, col. 5 lines 33-65); and 

d. an application programming interface (API) (API, e.g., col. 11 lines 20-30) 

which: 

i. accepts commands from a user from said GUI (user commands) 
(input information from different input devices, e.g., col. 4 lines 51-64); 

ii. translates said user commands into a set of native commands to 
be run against said database and against said underlying file 
system to obtain an output (Menu Option, col. 5 lines 34-51, and 
see user commands, e.g., col. 9 line 48-col. 10 line 49, and fig. 4); 

iii. processes said output (e.g., col. 9 line 48-col. 10 line 49, and fig. 

4); and 

iv. displays said output on said GUI (Retrieve Files, e.g., col. 8 lines 

1-59). 

As to claim 5, Barney teaches a method of enhancing a computerized file system 
comprising: 

a. associating an underlying computerized file system of a computer system 
with a database (Abstract, underlying database, tree hierarchical 
representation, e.g., col. 5 lines 52-65, fig. 4); 

b. providing a memory location in said database for a pointer 
corresponding to a location for a plurality of objects stored in said 
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underlying computerized file system (Data Protection Software 120 and 
Primary Storage Device 1 12; a particular folder having files grouping 
under the same hierarchical tree, col. 5 lines 18-33, and figs. 1 & 4), said 
objects comprising at least a first object and a second object, wherein said 
plurality of objects comprise one or more of the following: a text file 
(Protection List Text File, e.g., col. 6 lines 44-55, document files, col. 9 
lines 10-18), music file, multimedia file, compressed file, uniform 
resource locator, contact, memo, bulletin board posting, or calendar; 

c. providing a storage location for an instruction corresponding to a virtual 
location associated with each of said plurality of objects (Data Protection 
Software 120, col. 5 lines 18-33; options, e.g., col. 5 lines 33-65; clicking 
on the displayed a folder will cause the next level of related content to be 
populated and displayed, col. 9 lines 48-65); 

d. providing a storage location for a rule corresponding to each of said 
plurality of objects in said database (The Protection List Editor Scheduler 
226 component is a standalone utility that allows the user to create and 
modify a profile of files on their system that they would like to have 
protected on a regular basis. Individual files, file types, whole folders and 
sub-folders, as well as wild carded entries may be added or removed from 
the Protection List from this component. The user may also choose to 
protect the files immediately and/or specify a schedule that is to be applied 
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such that the files are automatically protected regularly per the schedule, 
sic, col. 7 lines 20-35, and options, col. 5 lines 33-65); 

e. providing a graphical user interface (GUI) (Windows Explorer, col. 5 lines 
1-16); 

f. presenting a manipulable display of said virtual location of each of said 
plurality of objects wherein said second object may further comprise a 
child of said first object (browse hierarchical root, e.g., col. 3 lines 5-25, 
col. 6 lines 13-16, col. 9 lines 34-47; and the files can be 
copied/mo ved/saved in a different location for later retrieving, Abstract, 
col. 10 lines 4-20), and 

g. providing a wizard which presents at least one screen comprising at least 
one step for defining said rule for association with each of said objects or a 
directory associated with said underlying file system (The Protection List 
Editor Scheduler 226 component is a standalone utility that allows the user 
to create and modify a profile of files on their system that they would like 
to have protected on a regular basis. Individual files, file types, whole 
folders and sub-folders, as well as wild carded entries may be added or 
removed from the Protection List from this component. The user may also 
choose to protect the files immediately and/or specify a schedule that is to 
be applied such that the files are automatically protected regularly per the 
schedule, sic, col. 7 lines 20-35, and options, col. 5 lines 33-65); and 
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h. providing an application programming interface (API) (API, e.g., col. 1 1 
lines 20-30) which: 

i. accepts commands from a user from said GUI (user commands) 
(input information from different input devices, col. 4 lines 51-64); 

ii. translates said user commands into a set of native commands to be 
run against said database and against said underlying file system to 
obtain an output (Menu Option, col. 5 lines 34-51, and see user 
commands, e.g., col. 9 line 48-col. 10 line 49, and fig. 4); 

iii. processes said output (e.g., col. 9 line 48-col. 10 line 49, and fig. 
4); and 

iv. displays said output through said GUI (Retrieve File, e.g., col. 8 
lines 1-59). 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed in an Amendment have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicants argued and Examiner disagrees for the following reasons: 

a. Barney is just a traditional folder/file tree hierarchy, and Barney does not teach 

the objects comprise one or more of the following: a text file, music file, etc. 

Barney clearly discloses that the Underlying Database System is not just only the 
regular Windows Explorer but it is also the supporting database software to 
support different view of the information stored in the database, and the user can 
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configure different logical hierarchical views of the files located on removable 
secondary storage media. Information may be grouped and put in a hierarchy 
based on different dimensional criteria , such as by removable storage medium, by 
source drive and directory path , by document set, by folders, or by application file 
type . Some users may wish to browse hierarchies rooted from a specific 
removable storage medium, while others may be more comfortable browsing a 
hierarchy which reflects the original source of the information (e.g., col. 3 lines 5- 
15). Fig. 4 shows document files or others, and Shell Extension 204 also adds the 
file name and full path of each of the selected files to the Protection List Text File 
(Protection List Text File, e.g., col. 6 lines 44-55, document files, col. 9 lines 10- 
18, col. 6 lines 45-55). 

b. Barney teaches away from the Applicant's invention about the relationships 

among children, parents or containers in the file system. 

Barney teaches the relationships between parents and children files/folders based 
on the criteria, i.e., text/document folders contains some source of extension (.txt, 
doc, etc.) which corresponds/associates to the parent's folder in the hierarchical 
manner which reflects the original source of the information (e.g., col. 3 lines 5- 
15). 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

True T. Chuong / 
04/17/05 / 



